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JEREMIAH VII. 9, 10. 


Will ye ſteal, murder, and commit 
adultery, and fwear falſely, and 
burn incenſe unto Baal, and walk 
after other gods whom ye know 
not; And come and ſtand before 
me in this houſe which 1s called by 
my name, and ſay, We are deliver- 
ed to do all theſe abominations ? 


O complain of the evil 
of the times, and inveigh 
againſt their corruptions 
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in general, may be the language of 
real concern, but can have no great 
tendency to reform a diſſolute im- 
moral age, the more likely way to 
ſucceed in this, is to condeſcend, to 
point out particularly the vices which 
prevail, the deformity, deſert and 
danger of them; this is bringing 
home the charge to the ſinner's con- 
ſcience, as Nathan to David, Thou 
art the man; in this manner were 
the Prophets and Apoſtles directed to 
execute their commiſſion, many in- 
ſtances of this kind might be quot- 
ed if neceſſary, our text is ſufficient 


and full to the purpoſe: Will ye 


feeal, murder, commit adultery, and 


fwear falſely, &c. happy would our 


land and town be, if none of theſe 


ſins 


} 
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1 
ſins were named or practiſed among 


us, as becometh ſaints; but alas! 
there are of theſe abominations in 
the midſt of us, and therefore I think 
myſelf authorized, and hope it may 
not be unſuitable to this occaſion, to 


> 


expoſtulate a little in the words, and 
after the prophcts example, and as it 
ſeems to be the moſt natural method, 


I propoſe, 


J. To illuſtrate the ſeveral parti- 
culars in the text,- of which this 
profeſſing people, are accuſed. 


- 


II. Conclude with ſome reflections 
upon the whole, We begin 
then with opening up the par- 
ticular vices charged on this peo- 


| ple, 
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ple, for which the Prophet, or 
rather God by the Prophet does 
ſo pungently expoſtulate with 
them. And, 


1. Will ye ſteal? Have you not 
known, have you not heard of the 
eight command, and what the one 
ſupreme Law-giver ſays in it? Did you 
never read of the flymg roll which 
the Prophet ſpeaks of? Zech. v. 3, 4. 
The curſe of God, not to make the 
thief a tranſient viſit, but to remain 
in the midſt of his houſe, till it con- 


fume the ſtones thereof, and timber 


thereof ; yes, ſome will ſay, we have 
read of it, but for our part we never 
did put forth our hand, to take a- 
way, or hurt the property of others; 

perhaps 
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5 
perhaps you think ſo at preſent, but 
did you never connive at the com- 
miffion of this ſin, or paliate, and 
ſcreen the offender? Have you not 
taken advantage of another's igno- 
rance or neceſſity to defraud him ? 
Has not ſuperior power been ſet on 
work, and employed by you to op- 
preſs, or the law been uſed as an en- 
gine to wreſt from others, what was 
their right, and you had no good 


title to? If guilty in any of theſe in- 


ſlances, you are chargeable with theft, 
if you have wreſted away the rights 
of the church and kingdom of Chriſt, 
(and ſhe has rights natural and unali- 
enable) it is ſacriledge, and no place 
nor power, no pretence of law, or 


ſucceſs in a law-ſuit will protect a- 
gainſt 
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1 
gainſt the aſſault of the flying roll. 


2. Will ye murder? This is every 
where confeſſed to be a crime of the 
deepeſt dye, which not only ſtains 
the conſcience, but the land where it 
is committed, until it is waſhed off 
by the blood of the murderer ; and 
though you never took away life un- 
juſtly, have you not indulged that 
anger, hatred, and revenge, that in- 
temperance and ſenſuality, or pro- 
voked others to theſe luſts, which 
are the uſual ſource of this bloody 
crime? Poſſibly you have not maim- 
ed or hurt the bodies of any, but 
have not precious ſouls been much 
wronged, or alas! deſtroyed by 


you? Deſtroyed by your bad coun- 
ſels, 
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ſels, or worſe example, by enticing 
them to ſin, and hardning them in 
it; and if the blood of the body 
wickedly ſhed is ſaid to cry, mult 

not che cry of undone immortal ſouls 
ſurpaſs it, as much as the loudeſt peal 
of thunder cxcecds a human voice, 
doubtleſs it mult, which will ſtake 
the murdcrer's heart with terror, as 
Sinai hock, and make his ears to 
ungle. 


3. Will ye commit adultery? This 
is not ſo much one, as a complica- 
tion of many of the fouleſt crimes, 
it is a trampling under foot authority 
divine, and moſt expreſs, it is an hor- 

. rid compoſition of luſt, injuſtice and 
, perjury, for it breaks trough the 
es moſt 
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moſt ſolemn vows, it kills that con- 
ſidence and truſt which is the foun- 
dation of family quiet, and domeſ- 
tick happineſs, and kindles jealouſy 
of all the paſſions the moſt torment- 
ing, it expoſes the much injured huf- 
band or wite to the raillery of an 
unkind wicked world, and intails in- 
famy, poverty, miſeries manifold up- 
on the innocent, and ſpurrious off- 
ſpring of ſuch wretches, in a word 
it is a treſpaſs for which reparation 
can ſcarcely be made, or will be re- 
garded, therefore when by the Jewiſh 
law, the thief upon reſtoring four- 
fold was let go, the adulterer when 
convicted, muſt die the death; and 
for what a low brutal gratification, 
are fortune, fame, body, foul, do- 
meſtick 


we. 
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( 
meſtick peace, the honcur of poſte- 
rity, and immortal intereſts ſacrificed? 
Immortal intereſts, I ſay, for if God 
judge ſuch, as we are told he will, 


can they eſcape the damnation of 
hell? 


4. Mill ge fevear, and fear 
falſely? Do you not fear to abuſe his 
name in your ordinary diſcourſe, by 
cuſſomary oaths and curſing? That 
name which is great and dreadful and 
holy, has he not peremptorily forbid 
this in the third commandment, and 
declared that he will not hold them 
guiltleſs? Nay, has he not threatned, 
that for ſuch irreverence, He will 
make their plagues wonderful? Deut. 
xxvili. 58. Have you conſidered well 


what 


(08; -3 

what damnation is, when in wanton- 
neſs or wrath you can call on God) 
to inflit it upon yourſelves or others? 
And as if theſe crimes were not atro- 
cious enough, will ye forſwear your- 
ſelves and add the guilt of perjury? 
Do you not tremble to lift up your 


hand toward heaven, ard invocke the 


moſt holy, all ſeeing, almighty God 


to atteſt what you know to be falſe, 


or know not certainly to be true: 
Such kind of oaths would be more 
pardonable if taken in Satan's name, 
who is a lyer, and the father of it, 
but what an indignity is falſe fwear- 
ing to the God of truth? As if he 


were an idol. who did not know, or 


a partaker of your crime, and did 


countenance your lie; and will not 


God 
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( 13 ) 
God be avenged upon ſuch a bold 
perſidious race? Surely he will; the 
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flying roll is particularly commiſſion- 
ed againſt them too, not only to their 


| perſonal ruin, but to the utter con- 
ſumption of their houſe, ſubſtance, 


and family, 


5. Will ye burn incenſe to Baal, 
and walk after other gods whom ye 
know not? In this manner Iſrael of- 

z ten went aſtray, forſook the true 

God for dunghill deities, and with the 
blinded nations around them, payed 
homage to thoſe that were no gods; 
and how readily do we condemn their 
brutiſh ſtupidity? But will it abſolve 
us from the charge of idolatry, that 


| we have renounced Popery and Pa- 
1 C ganiſm, 
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( 14 ) 

ganiſm, and profeſs the Chriſtian re- 
formed faith? Not altogether, my 
brethren, notwithſtanding that, we 
may be deeply guilty of this ſin; the 
covetous man is pronounced by the 
holy Ghoſt to be an idolater, and the 
ſenſualiſt's god is his belly; and in 1 
how many who wear the Chriſtiati " 


[LES * 


name, do the love and luſts of this 

world reign, ſo as that the love of 

the Father, and the Saviour is not in 

them? And is not this to violate the 

firſt commandment of the moral law, 

and to have other gods before him? ; 

Is not this moſt criminal to degrade ; 

the excellent One, to exchange their 

glory and their God for lying vani- 

ties, when their heart and hope and 

confidence, leans more upon the un- 
certain 
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9. 
certain things of this world, or when 
they aie lovers of pleaſures more 
than lovers of God? 


6. Whilſt under the power, and 
living in the practice of theſe fins, 
Will ye come and ſtand before Ged in 
his houſe ? When rebels indeed a- 
gainſt him, will ye put on the mein 
and look of domeſticks, and friends 
of his family, the appearance of his 
faithful ſervants, as if ye were com- 
ing to receive his commands, as if ye 
were waiting like humble ſupplicants 
for his favour, and the alms of his 
houſe? What Atheiſm and lying is 
this, prophane deceit and diſſimulati. 
en? And will not an holy God ſce, 
and highly reſent it? Yes, What has 
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3 
my beloved to do in my houſe, ſays 


God, ſeeing ſhe has wrought lewd- 


neſs with many? Jer. xi. 15. And 
unto the wicked God ſaith, Pſalm l. 
16, 17. what haſt thou to do to de- 
clare my ſtatutes, or that thou takeſt 
my covenant in thy mouth? And why 
may they not? Why, becauſe that 
this profeſſion and pretence of piety 
notwithſlanding, they went on in the 
breach of the ſixth commandment, 


by hatred of their brother, and ſpeak- 


ing ill of him; in the breach of the 
ſeventh, by being partaker with the 
vile adulterer, and of the cight, by 
joining with the thief in fin; though 
common, what deplorable infatuati- 
on and hypocriſy is this? As of com- 
ing to God's holy place, would change 

the 
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the colour of crimſon crimes, and be 


a ſhelter from his wrath to thoſe, 


who going on frowardly in their way, 
are a ſcandal to his bleſſed. name. 


7. Will ye fay, we are delivered 
to do all theſe abominat ions? (i. e.) 
Will ye flatter yourſelves with the 
hope of acceptance in duties of pu- 
blick worſhip, cvcn though fin is held 
faſt by you? Will outward attendance 
upon God on his holy-day atone, or 
make an honourable amends for your 
continued unholy practices through 
the week ? Iniquity, when regarded 
in the heart, will ſhut heaven againſt 
our prayers, that the Lord will not 
hear, muſt it not when reigning in 
the heart or life, make our ſacrifices 
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1 
an abomination to him? Or do you 
think that God's delivering and ſpar- 
ing you from day to day, is any con- 
nivance at, or approbation of your 
ſin? Is deferring puniſhment to you 
in particular, when there are many 
other inſtances of it, a ſure preſump- 
tion of impunity? Or becauſe ſentence 
againſt your evil works is not ſpeedily 
executed; does it therefore follow, 
that it will not be executed at all? 
Such indeed is the fatal reaſoning, and 
inward thought of many, viz. That 


divine patience toward them is pro-_ 


phetick of their eſcape, when in truth 
the abuſe of it, will treaſure up wrath 
againſt the day of wrath, and the 
revelation of the righteous judgment 
of God. I proceed now to make 
ſome 
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ſome reflections upon the whole, 


1. We may ſce here the deceit- 


ful ſtupifying nature of ſin, the fol- 


ly and infatuation of ſinners; how 
amazingly does it corrupt and bribe 
their judgment, blind and benumb 
the ſoul, and render it inſenſible 
of its guilt and danger, though both 
are very great? What falſhood and 


groſs abſurdities will they not ſwal- 


low down, to give them quiet in 
their deſtructive paths? Though the 
terms upon which they can only be 
happy, are writ as with a ſun-· beam in 
holy ſcripture, yet will they promiſe 
themſelves peace and ſafety in another 
way, nay, in a way directly oppoſite 
to theſe; Truſting in lying words, as 

the 
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( 20 ) 
the prophet expreſſeth it in the 4th 
verſe. Lying words that will not pro- 
fit, leaning on. a profeſſion and privi- 
leges, but daily loading themſelves 


with, and increaſing that weight of 
} guilt, which will break in pieces the 
a ſlender reed they reſt on, and preſs 
ö them to the loweſt hell; deluded men! 
deaf to reaſon, conſcience, and revela- 


\ 1 tion, to the calls of duty, gain, and 
| | glory, whom neither the ſweeteſt mer- 
| 


cies, nor terrors of the Lord will per- 
ſuade; But let God be true, and thoſe 
men periſh in their lye ; becauſe of 
theſe ſins mentioned in my text, The 
wrath of God cometh on the children 
of diſobedience. 


2, Docs 


= 
2. Does conſcience atteſt that ſuch 
are ſome of you, and that with one 
or other of theſe vices you are charge- 
able in the fight of God; admit the 
conviction, think not to cover or quict 
it by a profeſſion, or to make amends 
by the performance of religious du- 
ties; To what purpoſe a multitude of 
theſe, fays God? Can the ſinner avail 
humjelf of theſe, while his hands are 
Full of blood, or oppreſſion, or mjuſlice, 
while the heart is full of luſl, and 
he holds faſt iniquity, and will not let 
it go? Suffer therefore the word of 
exhortation, Iſa lv. 7. Let the wick- 
ed man jorjake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts, and let 
him return to the Lord, and he will 


have mercy on him, and to our God, 
D | Jer 


( 22 ) 

for he will abundantly pardon ; Yes, 
ſuch as theſe in ray text, have been 
pardoned, and obtained mercy, ſuch 
as they, hear it O ye finncrs! have 
been waſhed and ſanctificd too, and 
the fountain of redeeming blood which 
purified them can make you clean like- 
wiſe, when applicd by faith; for its 
value is not loſt, nor in the leaſt abat- 
cd to this day, 


3. Are there among us, Who fleal, 


murder, commit agultery, fwear falſe- 
ly? &c. Then miniſters of the goſpe] 
ſhould not be left alone, to preach 
merely, to declare the wrath of God, 
or infſict cenfure upon ſuch ungodli- 
neſs and unrighteouſneſs of men; no, 
others ought to ariſe, and ſtand up 
with 


16 


with them againſt ſuch workers of i- 


niquity; the magiſtrate undoubtedly 
ſhould, Why elſe did he aſſume the 
office? Surely not to frown upon the 
ſober, the uſeful and good; ſurely it 


was not to gratify his pride with pro- 


motion, nor his covetouſneſs with ſome 
little profit, But to be a terror to evil 
doers; and if ſuch as theſe ſpoke of 
here, go with impunity, if the impious 
can walk our ſtreets with their mouth 
againſt the heavens, if they can pro. 
phane his name, word, or holy-day, 
if the drunkard and unclean can riot 
nightly in the tavern and brothwel, 
unchaſtiſed, it is a ſhrewd preſump. 
tion that men vile, or vain, or weak, 
are in place, For it is when ſuch bear 


rule, as the ſcripture ſpeaks, that the 


Wicked 


— TW} 
wicked walk on every fide ; here is 
work likewiſe for you my brethren, 


8 who are profeſſedly united in ſociety 1 
; for Reformation of Manners, I do not 1 
f mean, that upon every ſurprize of the , 
miſtaking or malicious tongue, you are 5 45 
| to be alarmed ſo, as to wound the 8 


peace of families, and ſtain the inno- 
7 cent, God forbid; but when from 


loud reports and ſhrewd preſumptions 
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upon further enquiry, the proof is 
clear, that then you lend your aid, 


* 


to bring vice to deſerved puniſhment 
and ſhame, thus do, and quit your- 
ſelves like men, as good members of 
ſociety, and of the church of IEsus 
CHRIST, 
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